Pebble Measurement at Thorpeness Beach, May 24 2001
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A line is marked down the beach, and its cross-section is measured using a pantometer. At intervals along this line, either regular 1 or 2 metre gaps, or where the beach changes, such as a ridge or a dip, a sample is taken of the pebbles. A flag is placed to mark the sample-point.





A sample of 25 pebbles is obtained by using a random-sampling stick. This is placed across the tape at right angles, and pebbles are taken next to the markings on the stick. This prevents people from selecting pebbles, subconsciously, of the same type.





The results of this measurement are recorded on a pebble sample sheet. It is important that the pebble’s longest length is recorded first, so the formula to work out the shape of the pebbles gives accurate results. Additionally, the roundness of each pebble can be judged using a scale printed on the side of the pebbleometer.





Each pebble is measured for length, width and height using a pebbleometer. This is a plastic box with measurements on its inside, V-shaped faces. Measurement is quick and accurate with this device, and often more than one sample-point can be done in a 20-minute session. 








The length, breadth and width data brought back from the beach is typed into Excel, where a formula works out if the pebbles are rods, blades, spheres or discs. It also gives a figure for the average size of the sample, and its roundness.











