Ayia Napa – “in the news”

31/07/2003 Briton stabbed in Cyprus resort
A British tourist is critical in hospital after being stabbed in the Cypriot resort of Ayia Napa, the fourth incident in a month.

05/11/2002 Holiday attacker jailed

A Cypriot man who attacked a holidaymaker and dumped her in a field has been jailed for three years.

29/07/2002 Trapped in Paradise
In Cyprus, the link between drugs and club culture is dividing Ayia Napa. The Mayor, Vara Pericleaus, has had enough. "Some of the English people who come here think they can do what ever they like. They can't." In Cyprus, it's been known for tourists to get 40 days for possession of six grams of cannabis and a year for eight ecstasy pills. But many visiting Brits have no idea how strict the laws are. Ayia Napa regular DJ EZ disagrees: "People come here to have a good time and part of that is to take drugs. You cannot expect people to come over here to get into a drug free zone."

30/07/2001 Drug charge Britons jailed in Cyprus
Two British tourists have been jailed for three years in Cyprus after being found guilty of importing drugs onto the island. Lee Mortimer, 22, and Paul Hartley, 25, both from Burnley in Lancashire, were arrested in a bar in Ayia Napa after they were found with 25 ecstasy tablets. Police later found a further 159 tablets concealed in the men's apartment in the popular clubber's resort. The judge said on Monday that the harsh sentences were necessary to deter tourists from believing that Cyprus would tolerate a drugs culture. Judge Andreas Paschalides said that Ayia Napa had acquired a fast growing reputation as "a paradise for drugs" and he wanted to rid the island of a "drugs scourge". 


02/07/2001 Cypriots' club culture fear

Many Ayia Napans believe the town's nightlife is out of control and that it is time to draw the party to a close. At 3am on a hot June night Ayia Napa's main square is packed with young people who are not wearing very much, and who are knocking back drinks like they are going out of fashion. With nearly 20 clubs offering dancing and drinking until 8am, the resort has been hyped as a place where anything goes, and a majority of youngsters seemed determined to make the most of it. "It's just like no rules, it's brilliant. All the youngsters out, it's amazing," one told me. "Best part about it is you can do anything, it's amazing, brilliant." Sain another youth. Despite the explosion of youth tourism that has rocked the town, Ayia Napans remain very conservative and deeply religious. The inhabitants of Ayia Napa face a dilemma. While most welcome the prosperity that the tourist boom has brought, they are less happy with the hedonistic, anything-goes image associated with its clubbing scene. 

