Destruction of the rainforest – causes and effects of deforestation
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Against development


























17.	Brazil has huge international debts.





34.	Global warming makes ice all over the world melt, putting more water into the seas and oceans.  As the seas rise places near the coast may disappear under water.





16.	The indigenous populations of the Amazon have had their own system of land management a thousand years before people moved to the rainforest.








33.	The mining for rocks and minerals in the rainforest causes soil erosion.  This can pollute the rivers and scars the landscape forever.








15.	Ecotourism encourages people to visit the forest but educates the tourist to be environmentally aware.








31.	Cutting down and burning the forest puts more carbon dioxide (CO2) into the air. CO2 absorbs more heat from the sun and makes the worlds climate warm up (Global Warming)








14.	The creation of national parks in the rainforest has helped protect the rainforest.








30.	Some tribes of people who live in the forest in Brazil have been forced to move from their homes when the forests are cut down.








13.	Bauxite is the raw material used to make Aluminium and is found in the rainforest.








29.	Cattle ranching provides food for Brazil’s growing population





11.	Hydroelectric power stations result in thousands of hectares of rainforest being destroyed.








28.	Brazil has to borrow a lot of money from the World Bank to pay for projects such as dams and roads





27.	Industries that use resources from the rainforest provide jobs for people in Brazil.  This will eventually help improve people’s quality of life.











10.	Burger companies have been rearing cattle to make beef burgers in the tropical rainforest.





9.	A cure for AIDS and Cancer could have already been destroyed through deforestation.











26.	The resources of the rainforest provide an important way for the government of Brazil to earn money by exporting resources, and to create important jobs and improve people’s lives.











5.	The construction of dams not only destroys trees but also results in thousands of people being moved off their land.








8.	Deforestation is the inevitable result of the current social and economic policies being carried out in the name of development.











25.	When trees are cut down the soil is left bare.  It dries out because there are no trees to protect it, and when it rains the soil is eroded.











7.	Some ecotourism companies advertise as being environmentally friendly but exploit the environment for profit.











6.	Dams destroy ecosystems further downstream as they trap silt behind them and hold back valuable nutrients causing coastal erosion at the estuary.











24.	People who have moved into the forest from cities have brought diseases which are being spread to the people who already live there.  Many of these people are dying.











23.	There are many useful rocks and minerals found under the ground in the Amazon rainforest.  For example iron ore, bauxite, copper and tin.











22.	Industries are growing so Brazil needs to find cheap energy and raw materials.











21.	After the trees are cut down plants and animals quickly lose their homes and die.  Every day many species become extinct in the Brazilian rainforest.











20.	Nutrients are washed out of the soil when the trees are cut down.  This is because there are no leaves to protect (intercept) the ground from heavy rainfall








4.	Between 45-74% of trees remaining after logging are damaged or destroyed.











19.	The Government is under pressure to open up the forest and has built the Transamazonia Highway which is 3,700km long to encourage people to settle in the forest.











3.	The Amazon is home to 30% of the world’s animals and plant life.











2.	In 2000 7,659 square miles of rainforest was removed (this is the size of Belgium).











18.	Some of the wood that is cut down is valuable.  For example Mahogany costs $3.50 per m3 to cut down, and can be quickly sold as an export for $9000 per m3











1.	80% of the Mahogany sold in the UK comes from Brazil’s Amazon Rainforest.














