Parts of Paris

Paris is the most important city in France; it is popular and historic, and has grown rapidly:

1930
6.5 millions

1960
8.5 millions

1990 10.6 millions


The are 20 districts to the city, that spiral outwards. In the 1950’s and 1960’s many tower blocks of flat were built, but districts still have their own distinctive character, like Chinatown in the 13th district. 

Since 1960 there has been large-scale redevelopment of whole areas, such as in La Defense …….

Transport systems have developed, such as the rapid RER express railway, the Peripherique motorway around Paris, connecting it to a system of 6 motorways leading to the provinces.

Saint Denis is a part of northern Paris and is ….

In 1965 it was found there was a housing shortage, so a series of New Towns were built to the east of Paris – Marne la Vallee, comprising of 26 separate developments.

Lognes has a number of characteristics and features particular to new towns ….

	LA DEFENSE


	

	ST DENIS


	

	LOGNES    

MARNE LA VALEE


	

	
	
	

	1. The area is one of giant skyscrapers, with thousands of people living and working in the area.
	2. Once a village of 250, it has grown to a town of 40,000 people.
	3. The whole area has been redeveloped, and art in the form of modern architecture, dominates the landscape. 

	4. A huge new development, the Stad de France, was chosen for the 1998 World Cup. It has brought hundreds of jobs for local people.
	5. The population here is young; 25% are below 25 years and only 2% are over 60 years.
	6. The motorway is packed in the mornings, as are the RER trains… with people travelling to work.

	7. The area was once a separate town from Paris, an ancient capital of France.
	8. A highly-desired district of high-rise, expensive, apartments.
	9. It is served by the Paris Metro (underground) and the RER fast urban trains.

	10. There is not much work in the town, and businesses find it hard to set up there.
	11. The area is an old working-class town, and the burial place of many early French kings
	12. Flats are big here, and rents not too high, which means poor immigrants can afford them.

	13. The area is a multi-racial mix, with many Africans, Chinese, etc.
	14. The area has many open spaces and lakes running through it.
	15. 91,000 people live here; 30% of them foreign.


Parts of Paris 
lesson plan

Aims

· To allow students to gain a better understanding about what Paris is like. 

· To show students that different parts of a city have distinctive characteristics.

· These characteristics are dependant upon position in the urban area, prevailing social and cultural conditions and political decisions.

· To persuade students to watch a video with care, and use their observations to sort and classify data about the city of Paris.

Resources:

· Geog.3 pages 54-55 and 56-57

· Printed sheets: 
Parts of Paris
La Defense, St Denis and Lognes district data labels.
· video G 199   France 2000 Paris
	5 mins
	Sitting down with texts and files. 

Ask the class to open their texts to pages 54-55, and if any of them have been to Paris. Answers will usually be the central part or Disneyland.



	5 mins
	Issue packets of district data labels. Outline the task; that the three headings should be laid on the desk (one between two) and  the video will run and be stopped at intervals for the labels to be classified into which label belongs in which district.

Give out the labels and headings.



	25 mins
	Watching the video, stopping occasionally. The video is 19 minutes long.



	10 mins
	Debrief about what they have learned .. and check the answers .. putting a list of numbers for each area on the board.



	5 mins


	Homework: issue writing frame sheet; Parts of Paris and a copy of the labels. They should copy the numbers next to the headings and write up their notes in the appropriate boxes for homework.




